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CHATEAUROUX, France — Sagen Maddalena won the silver medal in women’s
50-meter rifle three positions at the Paris 2024 Olympics.
Maddalena earned a place in the finals of the top eight competitors after setting
an Olympic qualification record with a score of 593-45x. China’s Qiongyue Zhang
followed close behind with a 593-40x.
Once in the Final, the U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit Soldier took the lead after
the first five kneeling shots with a 52.2 and held her first-place lead after 10 shots
with 104.4. Austria’s Nadine Ungerank followed with a 104. Moving into the prone
position, with 15 shots in, the Groveland, California native slipped down to fourth
with a 155.9 as Switzerland’s Chiara Leone took the lead with a 156.2. Ungerank
and Zhang followed in second and third.
However, after another five shots, Maddalena took the lead again with a 208.2,
with China just .1 away. Maddalena spread the gap after 25 shots with a score of
261.2 while Zhang held second with a 260.4. With 30 shots into the final, Madda-
lena continued to lead with 314.0 points. After five shots in the standing position,
Maddalena slipped down to fifth with a 361.8 while Zhang moved into first place
with a 364.7. Norway, Switzerland and Austria followed respectively. With five
more shots into the standing position, the Fort Moore Soldier moved up to fourth.
By shot 42, Maddalena had taken the lead again with 433.6 points, a .2 lead over
Leone.

Continued on Page 12
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MMA President’s Report—Ron Plumb

Greetings fellow members,

This edition of the MMA Times finds AMU staff in the process of returning to their now-renovated headquar-
W ters building and gearing up for a Change of Command Ceremony next month. Speaking of change of com-
= mand, as LTC Mills approaches the completion of his tenure as AMU Commander, I’d like to express my sin-
cere appreciation to him for his willingness to openly share ideas and experiences during those instances
when we discussed ways MMA membership could be of increased benefit to current AMU soldiers.

This edition also contains an article about a soldier from the International Rifle Team, SSG Sagen Maddale-
na, who was able to add an Olympic silver medal to the storied history of the AMU! This edition also contains
an In Memoriam section for two central figures in the history of the AMU, MSG (Ret) W.O Harden and MSG
(Ret) Burl Branham.

In addition, recently retired Executive Officer, LTC (Ret) Bob Aylward, has authored an interesting article
that gives you a sense of the many contributions he is responsible for during his active-duty time and federal service at the AMU.

Exciting News!!!! We are also using this edition to announce an exciting development when it comes to cementing the legacy
of the AMU. A collaborative effort involving the MMA, the AMU and the National Infantry Museum (NIM) has recently begun and
will result in a permanent AMU exhibit at the NIM

Permanent AMU Display at the National Infantry Museum

An initial planning meeting was recently held at the National Infantry Museum (NIM) at Fort Moore to develop the overall con-
cept. The NIM is very interested in telling the storied history and current mission of the AMU!

A display unveiling ceremony is anticipated to occur in conjunction with the next MMA Reunion in Fall of 2025.

The idea of a display originated in 2019 with the donation of MAJ (Ret) Ernie Vande Zande’s prone rifle and associated objects
from his estate. He fired a perfect 600 in the Men’s English Match at the 1981 Championship of the Americas, setting the world
record. The display was to be unveiled at the MMA Reunion in October 2020. However, due to COVID, the reunion was cancelled,
and the display was put on hold.

Recent events have rekindled the interest of a display on a greater scale. The exhibit will include more than just historically sig-
nificant firearms and memorabilia. The AMU training mission and other contributions to the Army mission will be a focus, such as
the Sniper school operated by the AMU during the Vietnam War. Current accomplishments displayed would include SSG Sagen
Maddalena’s winning of the silver medal in women’s 3 position at the 2024 Olympics. In addition, LTC Lones Wigger’s family is
currently working with museum to display their father’s Olympic and World Championship rifles.

Request for Artifacts - If anyone has a historically significant firearm and/or shooting memorabilia, the NIM may be interested
init. I can putyou in touch with the museum’s Curator if you are interested.

Request for Donations - All displays in the museum are custom-made and are required to meet government security stand-
ards. The MMA has offered to purchase the display cases which will serve as the focus of the exhibit.

We are seeking to raise $25,000 to help fund the museum display project. The MMA has worked with the NIM to establish a
special fund to receive tax deductible donations. Your donation can be made directly to the NIM Foundation, specifically for the
AMU exhibit. Any gift, named or anonymous, will receive a Tax Free Certificate for the amount of the donation.

Online donations can be made at:
https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/NationallnfantryFoundation/AMUDisplayCase.html

Donations by check should be made out and mailed to the following address. Note specifically that your donation is for

the “AMU Exhibit only”.
National Infantry Foundation
1775 Legacy Way
Columbus, GA 31903
Please be as generous as you can be.

I hope you are excited about this chance for the AMU to occupy significant space in the National Infantry Museum. This is in-
deed a unique opportunity to establish a legacy for the AMU and MMA, and to provide a permanent display for “The Home of
Champions”!

*Special thanks to MAJ (Ret) Steve Goff who has agreed to represent the MMA in the collaborative meetings involving NIM
and AMU.


https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/NationalInfantryFoundation/AMUDisplayCase.html
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USAMU Commander’s Report

Fellow MMA Members,

Writing this is bittersweet as it will be my final contribution to the MMA Newsletter as
the Commander of the U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit, but | am proud to recognize sever-
alincredible accomplishments (too many to list them all) from the summer season.
Please join me in congratulating and celebrating the following:

{ SSG Sagen Maddalena - Silver Medalist at the 2024 Paris Olympics in Women’s 50m 3
4 Position event and an Olympic record in the qualification round.

S SSG David Bahten - President’s Hundred Rifle Match Champion.

SSG Christopher Hudock — National Trophy Pistol Aggregate Champion.

Instructor Training Group — Successfully executed a by name request to train Armenian Partners in support of U.S.
Army Europe’s Eagle Partner Exercise.

1SG Alexander Roysden — published article, Enhancing Marksmanship Training in the Indo-Pacific Region: A Stra-
tegic Guide, in the Infantry Magazine.

SFC Kulani Lakanaria — had several of his photos from the 2024 Paris Olympics picked up on various platforms to
include Army.mil and Defense.gov and many others to include international sites.

Mr. Grieve / Mr. Piche / Mr. Throlson / Mr. Wilson / SSG Clegg — provided gunsmith support to over 1000 competi-
tors and students at the Small Arms Firing School and National Matches.

As mentioned, my time as commander is coming to an end as | relinquish command on 03 October to LTC
Christopher Thielenhaus. | would like to thank the MMA for its continued support to the AMU and | look forward to
taking my place in your community as a former AMU guy. A special thanks to Ray Carter and Ron Plumb for their
leadership of the MMA. | appreciate the discussions and brainstorming sessions | had with each of you and re-
main committed to the initiatives we started together.

| also owe a debt of gratitude to the Soldiers and Civilians of the AMU. These men and women epitomize the
concept of the quiet professional, always striving to be the best representation of the AMU and the U.S. Army. |
am exceptionally proud of their efforts to compete and win on the national and international stage, provide firearm
and ballistic solutions to the Army’s research and development initiatives, and improve marksmanship across the
Department of Defense through intensive training opportunities. | am forever honored to have stood in your com-
pany and called you teammates. Thanks!

We are, as always, the Home of Champions,
Casey

Commander

U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit

Welcome to new MMA Life Member—Greg Markowski [ ruiraRy MARKSHANSHIP

ASSOCIATION
FORT MOORE , GEORGIA

From the editor: Some of you, not naming any names, need to re-
new your memberships. Consider it a gift to yourself! You getto
read a great newsletter and attend a fantastic reunion. Give it
some thought—Please.

Greg Markowski

LIFE MEMBER
2024
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Be a part of the part of the MMA Legacy at the
National Infantry Museum

R 5
Donations by check should be made out and mailed to the following address. Note specifically that
your donation is for the “AMU Exhibit only”. This Donation is TAX FREE to you.
National Infantry Foundation
1775 Legacy Way
Columbus, GA 31903
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AMU Exhibit Concept

U.S. ARMY

What: The MMA Veterans Association
approached the National Infantry Museum about
sponsoring a permanent exhibit about U.S. Army
Marksmanship Unit and its role for the war fighter.
The MMA Association will support the costs for
the case and installations and the AMU unit will
have to assist NIM Curators with storyline and
objects development.

Exhibit Concept: The case layout will
represent the two missions of the AMU. One will
focus on the Competitive Shooting (Rifle, Pistol, &
Shotgun), while the other side will highlight the
unit’s mission to support marksmanship and R&D
for the Army. A Kiosk in the middle will highlight
notable AMU shooters, past & present. The exhibit
should be modular to support changes in
represented shooters, one of which needs to be a
woman shooters.

Educational Takeaways:

Exposure to the dual roles and missions of this
unique U.S. Army units.

Exposure to the role that Army Soldiers play in
national & international competitive shooting.

An appreciation of the opportunities afforded to
Soldiers selected for this elite unit and how
might a Soldier seek out these same
opportunities.

Exposure to the role that the AMU as in
advancing Soldier marksmanship skills &
lethality across the Army.

Historical understanding of some past and
present competitive shooters accomplishments.

u/cul

Victory Starts Here!

Online donations can be made Tax Free at:

https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/NationallnfantryFoundation/AMUDisplayCase.html

U.S. ARMY

u/cul

AMU Exhibit Design Concept

&
—
»

Round House Painting

Tanker Rifle, Pistol & Marksmanship || AMU AM REV
Figure Shotgun / & SDMR R&D Figure
A
| I: — >

Exhibit Design concept:

= Location, G10 Cavezza Hall along Steve Allie Plaque
wall. 24.6’ of space in that area.

= Case 18’ x 3’ with internal lighting and a kiosk in
middle.

= Kiosk has profiles on past and present AMU Team
Members

Victory Starts Here!



https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/NationalInfantryFoundation/AMUDisplayCase.html
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National Infantry Museum
Display Case Concept

This is the concept of the AMU Exhibit with two large display cases. In between the cases would be an interactive ki-
osk with a TV screen. Visitors will be able to scroll through the biographies of accomplished AMU marksmen, history
of the unit and the current mission.

This initiative is a combined effort of the Army Marksmanship Unit and the Military Marksmanship Association de-
signed to keep an enduring legacy of all the soldiers and civilians working to meet the mission and goals, past, present
and future, of a GREAT unit. Please consider this when you are looking to give a TAX FREE DONATION!

Donations by check should be made out and mailed to the following address. Note specifically
that your donation is for the “AMU Exhibit only”.
National Infantry Foundation
1775 Legacy Way
Columbus, GA 31903

Online donations can be made at:
https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/NationalinfantryFoundation/AMUDisplayCase.html
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Research and Article by Bruce Meredith, MMA Historian

OLYMPIC SHOOTING MEDALS RECAP SINCE 1956 FOR THE USA

From 1956, when the AMU was formed, to 2024, there have been 630 Olympic shooting medals up for grabs. Minus
the 21 in USA boycotted 1980 Moscow, there are 609 available for the USA, who has won 59, which is 9.68 %. The
AMU 29, including those 9 who refined their skills at AMU, but were reserve or civilians when they won their medals, is
49.15 % of USA. Without those 9 ex AMU, the AMU is 33.89 % of the USA. All interesting but unofficial, of course.

Someone smart with a computer could do a strip of Olympic shooting medals by nation, but a brief manual count
shows the nations thought would prevail. The juggernaut of USSR/Russia, at 71 medals + possibly another 15 by se-
lecting from Russian looking names of United Team and Independent Olympic Athletes, shooters from nations who

were not authorized to enter.

China, coming late to the sport, but bringing their A team, has 76. Germany has 47. Italy, primarily with the shotgun,
has 43. Korea has 24. Switzerland, a nation of shooters, surprises with only 9. Romania has 10 and Bulgaria, Poland

and others were not tabulated.

For the USAMU, the shotgun team is a steady source of medals (12). In previous years, the International Rifle Team
was the go to team for medals (15). But for the last 40 years, save for Anti in 2004, they have had a blank slate. Madda-

lena saved them from the dry spell.

1956 Melbourne - 21 Medals, USA won none
1960 Rome -18 Medals, USA won 2
Gold Bill McMillan USMC Rapid Fire Pistol
Silver James Hill USMC 50 prone
1964 Tokyo -18 Medals, USAwon 7
Gold Gary Anderson NGUS/AMU 300 3x40
Bronze Martin Gunnarsson AMU 300 3x40
Gold Lones Wigger AMU 50 3x40
Silver Lones Wigger AMU 50 prone
Bronze Tommy Pool AMU 50 prone
Silver Frank Green USAF Free Pistol
Bronze William Morris AMU Trap
1968 Mexico City — 21 medals, USA won 3
Gold Gary Anderson NGUS/AMU 300 3x40
Silver Jack Writer AMU 50 3x40
Silver Tom Garrigus Civ Trap
1972 Munich -24 Medals, USA won 4
Gold Lones Wigger AMU 300 3x40
Gold Jack Writer USAR/AMU 50 3x40
Silver Lanny Bassham AMU 50 3x40
Silver Victor Auer USAR/USAF 50 prone
1976 Montreal - 21 Medals, USAwon 3
Gold Lanny Bassham AMU 50 3x40
Silver Margaret Murdock USAR/AMU 50 3x40
Gold Don Haldeman USAR/AMU Trap
1980 Moscow 21 Medals, USA boycotted

1984 Los Angeles- 33 Medals, USA won 6
All Soviet related nations boycotted
Gold Patricia Spurgin Civ Air Rifle
Silver Ruby Fox USAR/Civ 25 Sport pistol
Bronze Wanda Jewell AMU/USAR 50 3x20
Gold Edward Etzel USAR/AMU 50 prone
Gold Matthew Dryke AMU Skeet
Bronze Dan Carlisle AMU Trap
1988 Seoul - 39 Medals, USA won
Silver Eric Buljung AMU Air Pistol
1992 Barcelona -39 Medals, USA won 2
Gold Launi Meili Civ 3x20
Silver Robert Foth Civ 3x40
1996 Atlanta - 45 Medals, USA won 3
Gold Kim Rhode Civ Double Trap
Silver Josh Lakatos Civ Trap
Bronze Lance Bade Civ Trap
2000 Sydney — 48 Medals, USAwon 3
Gold Nancy Johnson Civ Air Rifle
Bronze Kim Rhode Civ Double Trap
Bronze J. Todd Graves AMU Skeet
2004 Athens - 51 Medals, USAwon 3
Silver Mike Anti AMU 3x40
Gold Matt Emmons Civ 50 prone
Gold Kim Rhode Civ Double Trap
2008 Beijing - 45 Medals, USA won 6
Bronze Jason Turner Civ Air Pistol
Silver Matt Emmons Civ 50 prone
Gold Walton Eller AMU Double Trap
Gold Vincent Hancock AMU Skeet
Silver Kim Rhode Civ Skeet
Bronze Corey Cogdell Civ Trap
Continued on Page 12
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Sharpe Hall
| |United States Army

Marksmanship Unit
Headquarters

T —
—_— |- McHugh Ceremonial Fielg

Named in Honor Of

1LT John J. McHugh

Infantry

Awarded Distinguished Service Cross

Pool International
Shooting Complex
Named in Honor Of

LTC Tommy G. Pool

Quartermaster

M6195

Phillips Range
Named in Honor Of

CPT Henry R. Phillips

Infantry

. 2 | varded Distinguished Service Cross
Maertens Range 16485
Named in Honor Of

COL Kameil Maertens

Infantry

Hibbs Range

Named in Honor Of

2LT Robert J. Hibbs
Infantry

Awarded Medal Of Honor

Pictures provided by Bruce Meredith, MMA Historian
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Pullum Hall

Named in Honor Of

LTC William C. Pullum
Infantry
World War Il and Korean War
Awarded Bronze Star

Hook Range
1296 7710 atamo Road

Named in Honor Of
1LT Alfred J. Hook

Infantry

Awarded Distinguished Service Cross

' Easley Range
Named in Honor Of

BG Claudius M. Easley

Infantry

U.S. ARMY MARKSMANSHIP UNIT

ACTION SHOOTING TEAM

KRILLING RANGE

fHEE
(sam)

Awarded Silver Star

www.goarmy.com
WwWw.usamu.com
Follow us ®GoArmy

Parks Range
Named in Honor Of

LTG Floyd L. Parks

1 McAndrew Range
Named in Honor Of
MG James W. McAndrew

World War | Awarded Distinguished Service Medal

Awarded Distinguished Service Medal

M6480 M6483
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1 ﬁ Taps Present Arms — T

MSG (Ret) William Odessa Harden, age 89, passed away peace- ,- eriz((}n =

fully on July 2, 2024 in Columbus, Georgia. Born on October 3,
1934, in Anguilla, Mississippi, William, fondly known as “W.0O” or
“Willie O.”, lived a life dedicated to his family and his country. '

William is survived by his beautiful bride Arleen, with whom he
shared 60 years of marriage. He is also survived by his two sons,
Will (Debbie) of Sharpsburg, Georgia, and Wesley of Destin, Flori-
da; his daughter, Lori of Powder Springs, Georgia; as well as four
cherished granddaughters. He was so very proud of and instilled a
very strong work ethic in his descendants. He would often boast
about his children and grandchildren to anyone that would listen.

After graduating from Anguilla High School, he was drafted into the
U.S. Army in 1957, marking the beginning of a distinguished mili-
tary career where he began shooting the service rifle for the 82nd
Airborne Division. William’s talent and dedication saw him transfer
to Europe, where he competed for the 8th Infantry Division in the
1959 U.S. Army Europe Small Arms Championship, earning the
Distinguished Rifleman Badge and a place on the U.S. Army Eu-
rope Rifle Team.

William served a tour in Vietham from 1967 to 1968, acting as the
noncommissioned officer in charge of in-country movements at
Long Bien. Upon his return, he was reassigned to the U.S. Army
Marksmanship Unit (USAMU) from 1969 to 1973, serving as a
sniper and service rifle gunsmith. W.O. also served as chief and
gunsmith for the 8th Army Marksmanship Unit at Camp Casey, Ko-
rea, from 1973 to 1974. From 1975 until his retirement from the
Army in 1982, he was in charge of the USAMU Custom Firearms
Shop at Fort Benning, then was hired as a Civilian in the same role, where he worked until his retirement at 75 years of
age in 2009.

MSG (Ret) Burl Branham

Burl Branham was born on January 24, 1931, in Davisport Kentucky. He joined the United States Army on January 8,
1948, as a private and retired as a Master Sargent on February 28, 1977. After his retirement, he continued to serve
as a DOD Civilian International Shotgun coach for the US Army Marksmanship Unit from 1977 until November 1,
2000. He died September 11, 2024.

During the Korean Conflict Branham rose to the rank of Master Sargent in 1951. During the Korean Conflict, he
fought from Pusan to the Yalu River throughout Korea.

Continued on Page 10
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Continued from Page 9

Branham was assigned to the 3rd Infantry Division 7th Infantry Regiment Company
E. During combat in the Chorwon Valley Hill #1320, Branham earned the Silver Star
for gallantry in combat. Branham single handedly destroyed 3 Chinese Machine
Gun nests with a 57 recoilless rifle killing all combatants clearing the final obsta-
cles to the U.S. for securing Hill #1320. Branham’s unit also is responsible for
clearing and securing the roads so that U.S. Marines could be withdrawn from the
Chosen reservoir. The 7th Infantry Regiment faced the Chinese in heavy combat as
the U.S. forces withdrew from the Chosen Reservoir to the port at Hungnam.
Awards and Decorations earned during the Korean Conflict included the Silver
Star, Combat Infantry Badge, Korean Service Medal, Purple Heart with Oak Leaf
Cluster, Army of Occupation Medal, Good Conduct Medal, and the Bronze Star.
W After the Korean War MSG Branham was assigned to Camp Pickett, Virginia and
Augsburg, Germany with the 43rd Infantry. In 1954 MSG Branham was assigned to
the 3d U.S. Infantry Regiment “The Old Guard” as an Honor Guard Platoon Leader.
Following the Old Guard assignment MSG Branham was stationed to Korea with
the 7th Infantry Division 69th Armor Battalion. In 1958 MSG Branham returned to
the 3d U.S. Infantry Regiment “The Old Guard” assigned to the Headquarters and
Headquarters Company 1/3.
MSG Branham began his shooting career in 1959 while assigned to the “Old
' Guard”. MSG Branham was the high individual shooter and part of the winning
team 1959 Finnesy Award team which is awarded annually to the 3rd Infantry
company team with the winning score. MSG Branham continued shooting as a
member of the MDW (Military District of Washington) rifle team as well as the 24th
Infantry USAR rifle team. In 1960 Branham was awarded the Distinguished Rifle-
man Badge as well as the President’s Hundred Tab.
In 1961 Branham was assigned to the 3d U.S. Infantry Regiment “The Old Guard” for the third time to the Headquarters and Head-
quarters Company 1/3. After completing his service with the Old Guard, he was assigned to the 2nd Division Rifle Team in 1962 at
Ft Benning Georgia. In 1963 Branham was assigned to the 3rd Army rifle team where he was a shooter as well as a coach. In 1964
MSG Branham was stationed in Hawaii where he shot with the USAPAC Team which won the National Trophy Rifle Championship.
In 1966 MSG Branham was deployed to Vietnam with the 25th Infantry Division with the 69th Armor Battalion, the first armor bat-
talion assigned to the Vietham war by the Department of the Army. MSG Branham’s second tour in the Vietnam War was to the
Americal Division Sniper School in Chu Lai where he served as the chief instructor for Army snipers where shipers were trained in
combat settings and then assigned to combat battalions. Awards and Decorations earned during his two tours in the Vietham War
include the Vietnam Service Medal with 3 Bronze Stars, National Defense Service Medal with 1 Oak Leaf Cluster, Army Commen-
dation Medal, Vietnam Campaign Medal.
In 1967 Branham returned to shooting with the 3rd Army Service Rifle Team. In 1968 Branham began coaching the USAMTU Ser-
vice Rifle Team. In 1969 Branham coached the Service Rifle Team to a National Championship setting a National Team Record. In
1970 Branham shot and coached the U.S. Team at the Palma Matches in Bisley, England. MSG Branham continued to coach the
USAMTU Service Rifle Team to 3 other National Championships in 1972, 1973, and 1974.
In 1974 Branham began coaching and shooting with the USAMU Shotgun Team until 1977 when he retired from the U.S. Army. In
1978 Branham continued his federal service as the coach for the U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit Shotgun Team. During his 22-year
tenure as the shotgun coach Branham coached five World Champions, more than thirty National Champions, and Eighteen Olym-
pians. These included four Olympic medalists: SGT Donald Haldeman 1976 Olympic Trap Gold Medalist; SSG Matt Dryke 1984
Olympic Skeet Gold medalist; SSG Daniel T. Carlisle 1984 Olympic Trap Bronze medalist, and SFC Todd Graves, 2000 Olympic
Skeet Bronze Medalist. Branham also coached Branham also coached five world champions, nine Pan American Games medal-
ists, two World cup Final Medalists, and more than thirty National Champions.
In 2008 Branham was inducted into the U.S. Army Marksmanship Hall of Fame for his accomplishments both in Service Rifle and
for his accomplishments as the USAMU Shotgun Coach.
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LTC (Ret) Robert W. Aylward—Long time AMU Liaison

| retired from active-duty June 1993. My last assighment was the USAMU
XO. I was selected to transfer from the military and become the civilian
deputy by COL Johnson and was to startimmediately. The problem was
for field grade retirees you had to wait 6 months before you could come
back as a GS AND you had to forfeit half of your retirement pay. | came
back to USAMU Dec 14™, 1993, as it took 5 2 months to get an exception
to the hiring policy but | did lose half of my retirement each month until
President Clinton changed the law. As the LTC XO | had been tasked by
COL Vowell to rebuild the physical infrastructure and ranges. COL John-
son agreed that creating a modern complex was a priority as well as
building a team. | had been the civilian deputy for over 30 years when |
retired in 2024 and | believe we rebuilt all the facilities other than the
headquarters (Sharpe Hall) failed on that one. NOTE: the original cost to
replace the HQ and firearms shop in 1993 was $9m; today more than e ,
$40m. Can you say inflation. rlig

We resurrected all the ranges thanks to a great team of Ft Benning/ R _ “%
Moore personnel and Bill Moran the USAMU range maintenance chief. %
Takes a team to get funding, designs and supervise construction on 9
ranges and support facilities.

Was privileged to be involved in the creation, naming and or rededication of Sharpe Hall, Easley Range, Parks
Range, Pool Range, Krilling Range. Pullum Hall, Wigger Hall, McHugh Field. An honor to have had a hand in those pro-
jects.

To build a team takes the right people and the smartest thing | did as the deputy was figure out that if | hired the right
people for the primary staff positions, my job would be so much easier. I’'m sure | will leave most of those folks out of
this paragraph, so please don’t be offended if you’re not listed. You all done great. But; | was fortunate to hire Wanda
Jewell as the S1 and S4. She was the prime mover in getting the instructor/shooter and gunsmith positions to be sta-
bilized and allowing the USAMU Commander the authority to promote up to the grade of SFC. A monumental
achievement. When Wanda was stolen by USAS, Hector Silva became the S1 and finalized the stabilization rules and
has been a superior S1 for decades with Hiram Rodriguez our S4; both are still on board bringing knowledge and sta-
bility to these positions. During annual inspections they can’t say “well it was that last guys fault” since they were the
one that stood the inspection previously. Ms. Matlock has been our budget analyst for years and has been superior.
Ms. Lunato, Jim Steers and others have done great things as the PAO as well as Mr. Carbone and Mr. Gray as our
computer wizards. My job was to build a TEAM; so...hire the right person, give guidance, keep people from changing
their priorities and for the most part, check on them often but stay out of their way; let them do what they were hired
to do. There were several others that were on this team; however, space in the Newsletter prohibits listing all. BLUF:
The current staff... you’d be very proud of their loyalty, knowledge, ability to get along and drive!

| was the XO/Deputy for most of the USAMU Commanders and there were truly some all-stars that held that billet.
You know who you are and thank you.

| was diagnosed with the first of my cancers in August 2012 with my 6™ recurrence in late 2023. During that time, |
had 238 radiation and 117 chemotherapy treatments: so... time to retire. | hope the good things we accomplished
and the people that were impacted in a positive way, will outweigh the stupid things | was responsible for. My goal for
the last 33 years was to support the Commander with a TEAM to increase his ability to execute the unit mission; WIN,
which is the bedrock of our existence. Winning helps RECRUITING. Winning causes USAMU Soldiers to be sought
out to conduct Firearms and ammunition RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT and INSTRUCT other Soldiers how to

shoot and have confidence in their abilities before deployment. My new goal is to beat this 6" cancer allowing me to
attend the next MMA/USAMU reunion in a couple of years. Hope to see you there.
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Continued from page 1

Shot 43 brought Maddalena into the final three
competitors, ensuring an Olympic medal. At that

® moment, she had 443.0 points while Zhang was in
#% second with a .2 point lead and Leone was first
with .9 point lead.

=28 After two more shots, Maddalena secured the Sil-
=) ver Medal over China with 463.0 points while Swit-
<0 zerland claimed the Gold.

& 1his was not the first Olympics for Maddalena. She
' competed in the three-position rifle, or smallbore,
p= at the 2020 Tokyo Olympics placing fifth.

Continued from Page 7

2012 London - 45 Medals, USA won 4 2024 Paris - 45 Medals, USAwon 4
Gold Jamie Beyerle Civ 3x20 Silver Sagan Madddalena AMU 3x204 1 2
Bronze Matt Emmons Civ 3x40 Gold Vincent Hancock Civ/AMU Skeet
Gold Kim Rhode Civ Skeet Silver Connor Smith Civ Skeet
Gold Vincent Hancock AMU Skeet Silver Hancock Civ/AMU & Smith Civ Mix
2016 Rio de Janerio - 45 Medals, USA won 3 Skeet

Gold Virginia Thrasher Civ Air Rifle
Bronze Kim Rhode Civ Skeet
2020 Tokyo - 45 Medals, USAwon 5
Gold William Shaner Civ Air Rifle
Silver Kozeniesky & Mary Tucker (Civs) Mix Air Rifle
Gold Vincent Hancock Civ/AMU Skeet
Gold Amber English AMU Skeet
Silver Kayle Browning Civ Trap

From the editor. Anyone having information like this on Service Rifle, Service Pistol, Action Shooting, etc. Please
share so that it can get published and put in our historical files.



